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St Aldate’s 
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The Concourse on the Opening Night

St Andrew’s 
THE JUBILEE BUILDING

St Andrew's Linton Road was built and opened in 1907 in order to provide an Evangelical low 
church alternative to the Tractarian Anglican churches that already existed in the growing 
suburb of North Oxford. It is true that a small parish was carved out of the existing parish of St Giles 
but it was never intended that St Andrew's would be a parish church in the conventional sense. 



Over the years the church has flourished and become an eclectic congregation with a well 
deserved reputation for excellent children's and youth work. A small wrap around 
extension was added in the late 1980's but in recent years a much more ambitious 
extension has been planned and  now completed. 

The two story Jubilee Building was opened by Bishop John Pritchard on March 15th 2015. 
Two 'drivers' motivated the church congregation to raise over £2.5 million needed to 
complete the beautiful new building which has drawn praise from all quarters. We 
wanted to provide good facilities for all our church activities particularly the work with 
young people, and we wanted to have a facility that would be of use to our local 
community and draw all sorts of people into the church building.

That is now happening - fellowship groups, Pilates, art 
groups, Mums and Tods, concerts, lectures, wedding, funeral 
and baptism receptions, lunches for the retired, a theology 
school and much more are already happening.

If you want to book any of the rooms contact St Andrew's 
through our website or ring 311212.

Rev Canon Andrew Wingfield Digby

Looking out of the Church into the New Parish Room

The upstairs cafe area



Christ Church Cathedral 

Saturday 28th November, 6pm: Advent Carol Service, sung by the Cathedral Choir
A service of music and readings for Advent. The Cathedral Choir sings a selection of 
Advent music old and new, by Poston, Byrd, Britten, Jackson and others. The service 
involves choir processions around the building and congregational participation in the 
hymns.

Friday 11th and Friday 18th December 8pm:  Christmas at Christ Church.  Concerts of 
Christmas music by the Cathedral Choir, tickets available from www.musicatoxford.com

Saturday 19th December 12 noon: Journey to Bethlehem,  All age service, particularly 
suitable for children of primary school age

Saturday 19th December 4.30pm: Messiaen, La Nativité du Seigneur. Organ meditations 
played by Clive Driskill-Smith and William Wallace.

Saturday 19th December 7.30pm: Christmas by 
Candlelight.  Concert by the Cathedral Singers of 
Christ Church, tickets available from 
wwww.oxfordplayhouse.com/ticketsoxford

Wednesday 23rd December 7.30pm: Service of Nine 
Lessons and Carols.  Free ticketed service: all tickets 
have been taken but you are welcome to queue on the 
day, though entry cannot be guaranteed.

Thursday 24th December 3pm:  Service of Nine 
Lessons and Carols. Free ticketed service: all tickets 
have been taken but you are welcome to queue on the 
day, though entry cannot be guaranteed. The Cathedral 
Choir sings a selection of Christmas music old and 
new, by Vaughan Williams, Gardiner, Cornelius, 
Britten, Tavener and others. The service involves choir 
processions around the building and congregational 
participation in the hymns.

Friday 25th December Christmas Day: 8am Holy Communion;    10am Sung Matins;
11.15am Choral Eucharist.

http://www.musicatoxford.com/
http://wwww.oxfordplayhouse.com/ticketsoxford
http://www.musicatoxford.com/
http://wwww.oxfordplayhouse.com/ticketsoxford


St Giles’ 

SERVICES 

Wednesday 2nd December at 2.10pm: Prayers for the Homeless. A service of prayer for 
the homeless and those agencies that work to support them.

Saturday 19th December at 4pm: Carols around the Tree. A family service of well-
loved carols and readings.

Sunday 20th December at 6.30pm: Carols by Candlelight. Come and join the St Giles' 
Choir for a traditional service of readings and carols.

Thursday 24th December at 11.30pm: Candlelit Midnight Service. A service in the 
stillness of Christmas Eve, following the 1662 Holy Communion rite.

Friday 25th December at 8am and 10.30am: Christmas Day. Celebrate the birth of the 
Christ Child with us at one of the Christmas morning services.

CONCERTS 

Saturday 28th November at 7pm: 'Winter Rose'. Come and listen to the Oxford 
Arcadian Singers and the St Giles' Boys' Choir for an evening of carols and other a 

capella wintry treats. £10 full price, £5 concessions, raising funds for the St Giles' Organ 
fund.

Saturday 5th December at 7.30pm: Come and hear the vibrant and feisty music of the 
Pete Oxley/Tim Whitehead quartet. £15 full price, £13 concessions.

Saturday 12th December at 7.30pm: Gypsy fire! Warm yourself up with the traditional 
end to the Jazz at St Giles' season, an energetic performance from the fabulous Gypsy 

Fire. Mulled wine and mince pies will add to the warm, festive experience. £15 full 
price, £13 concessions.



St Margaret’s 

SPECIAL SERVICES  

Sunday 29th November, Advent Carol Service, at 6:00pm

Sunday 10th January 2016, 6pm: Epiphany Carol service, with readings and original 
poetry.

REGULAR EVENTS 

Saturdays during term-time (except the first Saturday of every month) at 10:00am 
SAMMYs at St Margaret’s: music and singing for the under 7s. All welcome, 

more details from  lizholmes72@gmail.com

Saturdays at St Margaret’s (SAMS) First Saturday of each month between 9.30am 
and 11.30am;  St Margaret’s Saturday breakfast café. Come and enjoy a free breakfast, 
good coffee, a look at the newspapers…. Relax and enjoy conversation with friends 
and neighbours. Children’s art and craft activities — something for everyone!

Fridays during term-time at 9.00am: Toddler Service for under 5s, their parents and 
carers: songs and stories followed by refreshments – all welcome.

Thursdays during term-time at 1.45pm: Thursday Afternoon Singers  - Do come along to 
St Margaret’s if you enjoy singing or if you've never really tried but think you might! 
All very, very welcome. Coffee and cake provided. Details: lizholmes72@gmail.com.

Exploring Practical Spirituality: Third or Fourth Tuesday in the month in St 
Margaret’s. Usually we have an introductory talk on some aspect of spirituality 
followed by twenty minutes of silent prayer. We have members from five Deanery 
churches. All welcome. Contact: edmund.weiner@googlemail.com

________________________

Walking Holiday in the Yorkshire Dales with a spiritual side

Edmund Weiner has reserved ten places for a group from Oxford to join in a 
holiday in the Yorkshire Dales in August 2016. For contact and more details 
see page 15.

mailto:lizholmes72@gmail.com
mailto:lizholmes72@gmail.com
mailto:edmund.weiner@googlemail.com
mailto:lizholmes72@gmail.com
mailto:lizholmes72@gmail.com
mailto:edmund.weiner@googlemail.com


St Michael at the North Gate



St	Michael	&	All	Angels		
Summertown	
 
 
 

8pm	every	Tuesday	in	Advent:	
1st,	8th,	15th,	22nd	December	

	
Contemplative	Communion	in	Advent	

 
An invitation to encounter God with few words and much 

silence in preparation for the mystery of Christmas 
 

 
 
 

Come and discover the quiet wonder of this season 
	
	

“Offering	less,	not	more”	



 University Church  
of St Mary the Virgin 

Saturday 5th December at 10.30am:  Advent reflection morning in the Old 
Library.

Sunday 6th December at 9.30am : Family Christingle service.

Sunday 6th December at 6pm:- The annual international carol service 
for Advent jointly with the German Lutheran Congregation; sung by the University 
Church Choir.

Saturday 12th December at 7.30pm:   City of Oxford Choir Concert "Time of Snow”.

Saturday 19th December at 5pm: Handel’s 
Messiah by candlight conducted by Sir Martin 
Smith. In support  of  the work of Helen and 
Douglas House.  Tickets £25 from: 
www.timeandtruth or The Book House, 
Summertown 01865 510887.

Sunday 20th December at 6pm:  Service of nine 
lessons and carols with the University Church 
Choir conducted by Dr Gulliver Ralston. 
Collection in aid of local charity, Family Links.

Thursday 24th December at 4.30pm
Children's Crib Service, a fun and relaxed 
service for children telling the nativity story - all 
children are invited to come dressed as angels or 
shepherds and take part in the play.

Thursday 24th December at 11.30pm:  Midnight Mass.

Friday 25th December at 10.30am:  Christmas Day Choral Eucharist.



  

St Peter’s Wolvercote with  
All Saints Wytham 

On 19 November The Revd Charles Draper was Instituted, Inducted and Installed as the Vicar
of the benefice of Wolvercote with Wytham. Over 220 people attended the service in St Peter's 
Church. It was an impressive ceremony organized by the Rev Will Donaldson as Area Dean 
and by the Rev Clare Sykes as his assistant. Many clergy from the Deanery attended as well
 as the Lay Chairman.

Right: Archdeacon Martin, 
Revd Charles Draper, Bishop 
Colin and the Revd Viv 
Bridges. 

Revd Charles Draper tolling 
the bell, symbolising his 
accepting the possession of 
the churches and the parish.



Deanery News 

DEANERY SYNOD MEETINGS FOR 2016 

Thursday, 25 February
 Tuesday 7 June
Wednesday, 28 September
Thursday, 24 November

No venues for the Synods have yet been arranged. These will be sent out in due course.

APPOINTMENTS 

The Revd Jo Moffett-Levy has been appointed Chapter Clerk.  The Area Dean writes: 
‘This is a post held by one of the clergy to facilitate the meetings (and fellowship) of 
the Deanery Chapter. This meets in churches across the deanery bi-monthly, for 
fellowship, news, sharing, training and prayer. It helps to keep us on our toes, and the 
Chapter Clerk makes it happen.’

Jo can be contacted on:- jo.moffett-levy@virginmedia.com;

The Revd Clare Sykes has been appointed Assistant Area Dean. 
Clare is Rector of the Osney Benefice, 81 West Way, Botley, Oxford. OX2 9JY.  Contact:
revclare@btinternet.com; 

The Area Dean can be contacted on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the day and 
on Monday and Friday evenings: 
Revd Will Donaldson, 
Area Dean Oxford, 
40 Pembroke Street, OX1 1BP
AreaDeanOxford@StAldates.org.uk
Tel: 07745 363 540

mailto:jo.moffett-levy@virginmedia.com
mailto:revclare@btinternet.com
mailto:AreaDeanOxford@StAldates.org.uk
mailto:jo.moffett-levy@virginmedia.com
mailto:revclare@btinternet.com
mailto:AreaDeanOxford@StAldates.org.uk


Seasoned with Hope 

The recent events in Paris have left me with a range of emotions: shock, grief, 
anger, confusion and bewilderment. It is tempting to despair, believing that human 
events are randomly spiralling out of control, and that we are all simply at the 
mercy of  violent terrorists.  Sin, death and destruction win in the end, don’t they?

No, not if the Bible is true. The good news it proclaims is that, while we live in a 
fallen and broken world, and while evil appears to triumph, and while we share in 
the grief and pain of a suffering humanity, there is a hope that cannot be shaken. 
We see this in Psalm 46, where the world seems to be falling apart, but ‘there is a 
river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most 
High dwells. God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day’. 
We see it Ezekiel 37 where, in the midst of the painful experience of exile in 
Babylon, the valley of dry bones is transformed into a place of resurrection and life. 
We see it most clearly in the pages of the New Testament, where the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus becomes the sign that proclaims hope and life for the world, 
in anticipation of a new heaven and a new earth (Romans 8.18-39, Rev.21-22).

The season of Advent reminds us powerfully of this. God has not given up on us. 
God so loved the world that he sent his Son. God has begun a process in Christ 
through which the whole created order will be renewed. Yes, we grieve as we share 
in the pain and heartache of a broken world, but we do not despair – instead we do 
all we can to love and serve those who are suffering, in the name of Christ, because 
we know there is a hope and a future – sin and death and destruction do not win.
‘May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit’ (Romans.15.13)

Will Donaldson
Area Dean, Oxford



	
We all belong on the mental health spectrum. However, sometimes the mission 
and ministry of our church is challenged by specific Mental Health conditions. 
Headrest is a church-based resource across Oxford City encouraging confident 
and sensitive pastoral care. Every faith community displays psychological and 
pastoral needs - mental health does not conform to social or economic 
groupings. Here are some of our aims:   
	

• Develop a basic form of mental health awareness for church-goers. 
• Select specific churches to become particularly attuned to mental health needs 

and resourcing others - Headrest Churches 
• Help appoint appropriate volunteers within our faith communities to become 

mental health ambassadors 
• Support long-term mental health needs both within existing church communities 

and outside 
• Provide a befriending service; outreach to the lost, lonely and vulnerable. 
• Promote World Mental Health Day 

	
We hope to approach the churches and chaplaincies of the Oxford and Cowley 
deaneries to demonstrate how Headrest might help your care and outreach. 
 
For more details contact: 
The Revd Gavin Knight – St Michael & All Angels, Summertown 
07833 251939 – vicar@stmichaels-summertown.org.uk 
 
The Revd Philip Ritchie – St Mary & St John, Cowley 
07590 514884 - philipsj68@gmail.com 

Mental	Health	&	Mission	
in	the	deaneries	of		
Oxford	&	Cowley	
	
Headrest:		
a	local	resource	for	our	
parishes	and	chaplaincies	



A walking holiday in the Yorkshire Dales  
with a spiritual side 

I have reserved ten places for a group from Oxford to join in a holiday in the Yorkshire Dales 
in August 2016. The venue is Scargill House in Wharfedale and the holiday runs from 
Saturday 20 August to Wednesday 24 August. The holiday offers opportunities for walks in 
the Dales and for some spiritual input, but nothing is compulsory, of course!  

It will be a great opportunity to deepen friendships between Oxford church members and 
make new ones while spending time away from home thinking about the basics of life. 
Anyone from a church in the Oxford Deanery is welcome. Hurry—there are only ten places 
and we need to register soon.  

The venue  
Scargill House is a Christian retreat and conference centre in the Yorkshire Dales, run by a lay 
community. The setting, near Kettlewell in Wharfedale, is breathtakingly beautiful and great 
for walking.  
The house, though by no means glitzy, is comfortable and the community who run it are 
extremely welcoming and helpful. There is a stunning chapel, a Grade-II listed building, a 
fabulous place to worship. The community loosely follows the Northumbria community’s style 
of worship. Participation in worship and any other spiritual activity is entirely up to the 
individual. The house is set in a 90-acre hillside wooded estate, with a wonderful walled 
garden to sit in, and a children’s playground. There are resources such as an art and craft 
room and library.



The venue continued 

Food: very good and plentiful; special diets taken care of. 
Accommodation: some excellent ensuites; other rooms with washbasins and shared 
bathrooms (e.g. 13 single, 10 twin); some budget rooms. 
Cost: Standard adult price for this holiday: £251. 
Access: rail to Skipton then bus, taxi, or lift; M1, M18, A1 to Wetherby then via Harrogate 
or M40, M6, M65 via Nelson (and there are other routes) - about 4 hours. 
Read more on their website: http://www.scargillmovement.org/ 

What next? 
If you would like to join us on this holiday, please let me know of your intention to do 
so, with numbers, as soon as possible. I will send you a booking form so that you can 
apply directly to Scargill House (with £50 deposit). If possible, I should like to hear 
from you by the end of November. They are currently holding 4 standard single rooms, 
4 standard twin rooms, 2 twin ensuite rooms and 2 double ensuite (one with adjoining 
bunk room for a family) and these are available on a ‘first come first served’ basis. There is 
a limited number of very comfortable ensuite rooms. If you would like one of these, you 
need to sign up quickly! 

Edmund Weiner 
edmund.weiner@googlemail.com

Contacts Reps: the next Deanery Donkey will run from Ash Wednesday, 10th 
February 2016 until the end of Easter Week, 1st April. Please send your 
contributions by Monday 1st February.  Copy may be abbreviated to fit. 
Many thanks.

mailto:edmund.weiner@googlemail.com
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