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Oxford Deanery Matters 

DEANERY SYNOD MEETINGS FOR 2016

Thursday, 25 February at St Matthew’s Oxford
 Tuesday 7 June, 
Wednesday, 28 September joint Synod with Cowley deanery at Littlemore
Thursday, 24 November.

When venues for the other Synods have yet been arranged theywill be sent out in due course.

Licensing
The Revd Tom Albinson, the new Associate Priest at St Margaret’s and St Giles’will be 
licensed on 7th February at 6pm  by the Bishop of Dorchester during a service of Choral 
Evensong.  A reception will follow the service. 

The Area Dean can be contacted on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the day and on 
Monday and Friday evenings: 
Revd Will Donaldson, 
Area Dean Oxford, 
40 Pembroke Street, OX1 1BP
AreaDeanOxford@StAldates.org.uk
Tel: 07745 363 540

NEWS FROM ACROSS THE RIVER

We are very pleased to receive a letter from the Rev Tim Stead, Area Dean of Cowley, 
which can be found on page 15.
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Measuring Success 
by the Rev Will Donaldson, Area Dean of Oxford

How did you react to the news on January 12 that numbers of those attending 
Church of England services on a weekly basis has dropped below one million?

There is a constant danger, I believe, for churches to be over-influenced by 
management growth theories, and to measure success by a whole range of factors 
connected with size and growth: how many children and young people, how many 
baptisms and confirmations, how many staff and volunteers are involved, growth of 
congregation size from last year, number of communicants or new converts, 
improved church facilities and eye-catching building projects, the generosity of our 
giving and parish share and a whole range of imaginative initiatives to reach out to 
our local communities. Now, of course, all those things matter and will be what we 
are working and praying for; it is important to keep some sort of record of numbers 
and statistics for assessing how we are doing and where we need to be putting our 
time and resources. But these ‘results’ and ‘outputs’ are not how God weighs the 
ministry of our churches.

I would like to suggest that God isn’t looking for ‘Success’ but for ‘Faithfulness’. 
What matters to him are not the outward signs of growth, but the inward attitudes of 
the heart. Peter is asked by Jesus, after his denial, ‘Do you love me?’, and if so, then 
‘Feed my lambs’ (John 21). This means that we should resist measuring ourselves 
against the size or the growth of our church, but keep our relationship with Christ as 
our first and greatest priority, and allow our ministries to flow out of the warmth of 
that intimate friendship.

What does faithfulness to Christ look like in today’s world? The same as it always 
did: holding the faith, living the faith, sharing the faith, and building the community 
of faith. The Kingdom of God has its own inbuilt dynamic for growth (remember the 
parable of the Mustard Seed, Matt. 13.31-32), so our job is to plant the seeds, to water 
the shoots, to tend and nourish the plants – and to look to God to give the growth (1 
Cor.3.6). Success is getting to the end of our lives and Jesus saying to us: ‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant’ (Matt.25.21).



�4

Choosing a new Bishop  

of Oxford 
by Prudence Dailey, Lay Chairman, Oxford Deanery

The process for choosing a new Bishop has now started again, with the Crown 
Nominations Commission (CNC) meeting at Lambeth Palace on 4th February and 
again on 7th and 8th March, when (we hope and pray) a decision will be made. 
There will, however, be a further interval before an announcement can be made, 
since there are various processes that have to take place behind the scenes—
including approval by Downing Street—before the identity of the appointee can be 
made public.

Understandably, questions have been asked about the long delay in appointing a 
new Bishop of Oxford. In fact, it is not unusual for CNCs to fail to make an 
appointment first time round; but what has been particularly problematic on this 
occasion, has been the long wait since last May until the CNC could meet again. 
This came about because of the large number of other CNC meetings for other 
dioceses that had already been scheduled, meaning that Oxford had to go the back 
of a long queue. Both Archbishops are always presents for all three days of the 
CNC, and diary constraints preclude the fitting in of additional meetings. There is, 
however, a widespread view that the process in this regard is not satisfactory, and 
needs to be looked at again.

The fact that the CNC membership (including both the national and Diocesan 
members) will be unchanged since the previous attempt has also been questioned, 
especially since some of members are no longer on the General Synod. It is, 
however, a requirement of the system that the membership remain unchanged 
until the CNC has completed its work and an appointment has been made, so 
changing the membership was not an option under the existing rules. This is 
something that may also need to be re-examined in the future.

Meanwhile, members of the CNC very much appreciate ongoing prayers for their 
work, and for the successful outcome of the process.
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St Andrew’s 

Easter will be Andrew Wingfield 
Digby’s last weekend as Vicar of St 
Andrew’s. He became Vicar in 2002 
in succession to Bob Key who is now 
Dean of Jersey. Andrew is retiring 
and he and Sue will be moving to 
Asthall Leigh which is part of the  
Burford benefice. The process of 
finding the next Vicar is under way 
and there is hope that an 
appointment could be made for the 
Autumn in order to avoid a long 
vacancy. We would like to thank 
Andrew for his leadership and 
service to St Andrew’s for the last 14 
years. 
  
Will Donaldson, Area Dean writes: 
“This is the ending of an era for us in 
the Oxford Deanery! Andrew has not only done faithful and steady work at St 
Andrew’s over many years, but he has also played a full and active part in the 
life of the Deanery, as a Standing CommiQee member and hosting synods and 
chapters on many occasions. How we thank you for all that you have given to 
us!” 

SERVICES

10th, February 8pm Ash Wednesday Service 
24th February – 24th March 7.30pm , Parenting Course (0-11s) 
27th March 9.30am, Good Friday Family Service 
27th March noon, 3 Hours at the Cross 

We are continuing with our 6.30om evening series Revealing God, see next 
page.	
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Concerts at St Barnabas Oxford 

Friday 12th February, 8pm 

The brilliant 9-piece band Anda Union from Inner Mongolia first toured the UK 
in 2013 and stole the show everywhere. The band members all grew up in 
families 'with the music', several of whom still live in the traditional Mongolian 
way, and came together at music college in Hohhot, their capital city. There 
they were able to integrate traditional forms - like the now-famous throat 
singing - into creating a sound uniquely and mysteriously Mongolian but with 
a strong appeal to a western sensibility. Tickets available from Truck store 
Cowley Rd or from wegoQickets.com from this link hQp://

Friday 19th February, 7.30pm 

St Barnabas & St Thomas
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The	wide	range	of	rock	types	used	for	gravestones	means	that	
cemeteries	can	be	geological	treasure-troves.	Join	geologists	Nina	
Morgan	and	Philip	Powell	on	a	guided	geological	walk	through	the	
churchyard	at	St	Thomas	the	Martyr,	Becket	Street,	Oxford.	
You'll	never	look	at	cemeteries	in	the	same	way	again!

Date:	Friday	11	March	2016	Time:	1:30	–	2:30	pm  
Free	to	attend.	All	welcome.	No	need	to	book	–	just	
turn	up!

The	churchyard	at	St	Thomas	the	Martyr	is	one	of	six	Oxford	
burial	grounds	featured	in	The	Geology	of	Oxford	Gravestones	by	
Nina	Morgan	and	Philip	Powell.	Copies	of	the	book,	costing	
£14.99,	will	be	available	to	examine	and	buy	after	the	walk.	To	find	
out	more	visit:	www.gravestonegeology.uk

This	event	is	one	of	six	gravestone	geology	walks	being	offered	in	
Oxford	to	celebrate	British	Science	Week,	11-20	March	2016.	For	
other	dates,	times	and	venues	see:	www.gravestonegeology.uk/
events.php	

Celebrate	Science	in	a	Churchyard
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Christ Church Cathedral 

Ash Wednesday 10 February 
7.15am Morning Prayer 
7.35am Holy Communion with 
Imposition of Ashes 
1pm Holy Communion (BCP) 
6pm Choral Service: Readings and 
Music for Ash Wednesday with Ashing, 
followed by Holy Communion

Compline will be sung at 9pm on 
Wednesdays during Lent beginning on 
17 February

Mothering Sunday Sunday 6 March 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am Sung Matins 
11.15am Sung Eucharist 
6.00pm Choral Evensong 

Palm Sunday 20 March 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am Sung Matins with Sermon 
11.15am Sung Eucharist, with a 
procession and donkey
6.00pm Choral Evensong with Reflection by the Archdeacon of Oxford

Monday 21 March 
7.15am Morning Prayer 
7.35am Holy Communion 
6.00pm Choral Evensong with Reflection by the Archdeacon of Oxford
8.30pm Couperin, Leçons de Ténèbres. Holy Week Meditation, 
sung by Michael Ash and Patrick Dunachie 
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Tuesday 22 March 
7.15am Morning Prayer 
7.35am Holy Communion 
6.00pm Choral Evensong 
with Reflection by
 the Archdeacon of Oxford
7.30pm Organ Recital with Reflections
 by Canon Sarah Foot

Wednesday 23 March 
7.15am Morning Prayer 
7.35am Holy Communion 
1.00pm Holy Communion (BCP)
6.00pm Evening Prayer with Reflection
 by the Archdeacon of Oxford
7.30pm Devotion: Haydn, Stabat Mater. 
Christ Church Cathedral Choir 
with Oxford Baroque 

Maundy Thursday 24 March 
7.15am Morning Prayer 
7.35am Holy Communion 
11.00am Chrism Eucharist (Bishop of Dorchester) 
6.00pm Evening Prayer
7.30pm Sung Eucharist with Reflection by the Archdeacon of Oxford and Watch until 
Midnight 

Good Friday 25 March 
7.15am Morning Prayer 
10.00am Good Friday Liturgy 
12 noon Journey to the Cross: a Good Friday journey in the footsteps of Jesus for 
children and families. 
6.00pm Choral Evensong with Reflection by the Archdeacon of Oxford

Easter Eve Saturday 26 March 
7.15am Morning Prayer 
8.00pm Easter Vigil (Bishop of Dorchester) 
Please note there will be no Evening Prayer on Easter Eve 

Easter Day Sunday 27 March 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am Sung Matins, Preacher: The Bishop of Dorchester
11.15am Sung Eucharist, Preacher: The Dean of Christ Church 
6.00pm Choral Evensong 
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St Giles’ 

SERVICES

10th February: Eucharist with Ashing at 12.30pm. 

20th March: St Giles' and St Margaret's come together for a Palm Sunday 
procession and joint service. Join us at St Margaret's at 9.50am for the blessing of 
palms, followed by a procession to St Giles'. The main service will start at 
10.30am. 

25th March: Matins and Litany for Good Friday: 10.30am. 

27 March: Easter day: Celebrate the joy of the resurrection with us at services at 
8am, 10.30am or 6.30pm. 

Talks and concerts 

9 March: Come to an illustrated talk by Andrew PaSerson, organist at St Giles', 
entitled 'Johann Sebastian Bach: A musical journey'. Talk begins at 7.30pm. 
Tickets are £10 full price, £8 concessions, £5 students. 

20 March, Palm Sunday: Pergolesi's Stabat Mater, performed by Adrian Boorman 
(countertenor) and Anna Shackleton (soprano), accompanied by Andrew 
PaQerson. Concert begins at 4pm, followed by a retiring collection and Choral 
Evensong at 6.30pm. 
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St Margaret’s 

NEWS
Tom Albinson, the new Associate Priest at St Margaret's will be giving an address at 
the daily evening Eucharist at St Margaret's during the course of Holy Week. (See 
page 2).

REGULAR EVENTS
Saturdays during term-time (except the first Saturday of every month) at 10:00am 
SAMMYs resumes at St Margaret’s: music and singing for the under 7s. All welcome, 

more details from  lizholmes72@gmail.com

Saturdays at St Margaret’s (SAMS) First Saturday of each month between 9.30am 
and 11.30am;  St Margaret’s Saturday breakfast café. Come and enjoy a free breakfast, 
good coffee, a look at the newspapers…. Relax and enjoy conversation with friends 
and neighbours. Children’s art and craft activities — something for everyone!

Fridays during term-time at 9.00am: Toddler Service for under 5s, their parents and 
carers: songs and stories followed by refreshments – all welcome.

Thursdays during term-time at 1.45pm: Thursday Afternoon Singers  - Do come along to 
St Margaret’s if you enjoy singing or if you've never really tried but think you might! 
All very, very welcome. Coffee and cake provided. Details: lizholmes72@gmail.com.

Exploring Practical Spirituality: Third or Fourth Tuesday in the month in St 
Margaret’s. Usually we have an introductory talk on some aspect of spirituality 
followed by twenty minutes of silent prayer. We have members from five Deanery 
churches. All welcome. Contact: edmund.weiner@googlemail.com

Walking Holiday in the Yorkshire Dales with a spiritual side

Edmund Weiner has reserved ten places for a group from Oxford to join in a 
holiday in the Yorkshire Dales in August 2016. The venue is Scargill House in 
Wharfedale and the holiday runs from Saturday 20 August to Wednesday 24 
August. The holiday offers opportunities for walks in the Dales and for some 
spiritual input, but nothing is compulsory, of course! There are still some places 
left. For contact and more details see the back page.
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St Michael & all angels 

LENT – GROWING IN FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP

This year we are offering a variety of Lenten experiences. Firstly, we will 
be repeating the Contemplative Communions at 8pm. They will take place on 
Tuesday evenings in the Lady Chapel at 8pm: 

February 16th and 23rd; March 1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd. We are also hoping 
that you will be able to aQend Lent lunches on Wednesdays in Lent in the 
Church Upper Hall on Portland Road. We will offer a simple, bread, soup and 
fruit 
Lunch for all-comers with proceeds going to Asylum Welcome, Oxford.  

Maundy Thursday, 24th March 
St Michael’s – 8.00pm Holy Eucharist including the reception of holy oils, 
footwashing, the stripping of the altars and the vigil before the blessed 
sacrament. 

Good Friday, 25th March 
Summertown Parade  - 10.45am Joint Service organised by Churches Together 
in North Oxford.  
  
St Michael’s – 12 noon-1pm Stations of the Cross 
                           1.00-2.00pm Meditations on the Passion 
                           2.00-3.00pm The Good Friday Liturgy 

Easter Eve, Saturday 26th March 
St Michael’s:   
9.00pm            The Easter Liturgy with the Easter fire 

Easter Day, Sunday 27th March  
St Michael’s:  
8.00am            Holy Eucharist with a sermon 
10.00am          Parish Eucharist for all ages 
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University Church of St Mary the Virgin 

SERVICES
Ash Wednesday 10th February
 12.15pm: Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes.

Sunday 21st February 10.30am University Sermon:  Preacher, Dr Amia Srinivasan, 
philosopher and ethicist.

20th March, Palm Sunday: 10.15am: Meet in front of Clarendon Building for procession 
with donkey to church
10.30am: Palm Sunday Eucharist
 27th March, Easter Sunday: 10.30am Eucharist of the Resurrection (with blessing of Easter 
candle from gallery).
 

TALKS AND EVENTS
PLAIN SONG 
A Short History of Music in the Church 
Music and the church have always had a special relationship. From the church’s very 
earliest years worship has been aided, enhanced and delivered through beautiful 
and challenging music. This series – a mixture of talks, performances and workshops 
– takes a fascinating in-depth look at the way music and the church engage with 
each other. Events take place at 6.45pm on Wednesday evenings in the Old Library 
(above the Vaults and Gardens Café). 

10th February: from English to Russian and back again, with Philip Bullock, 
Professor of Russian Literature and Music. 

17th February: Translating Bach: Theory and Practice with Dr Alex Lloyd, Lecturer in 
German at Magdalen College and St Edmund Hall.

24th February: Pre-Reformation Hymns in Bach Cantatas: with  Professor Henrike 
Lähnemann who holds the Chair of Medieval German Language and Literature at the 
University of Oxford. The Case of ‘Christ lag in Todesbanden’. This session explores the 
afterlife of popular vernacular medieval ‘Leisen’, following their transformation into 
chorales in the Reformation and then becoming signature tunes of Protestant identity,

WORK, SEX, AND SELF 
25 February, 7.30pm, SELF: the final talk in this series.
Philosophy and religion have often sought to address one of the key questions asked by 
every human being: who am I? In this session Canon Brian Mountford will look at the 
subject of personal identity: the features that define us as a person, our beginnings and our 
endings, and our quest to live out the best possible version of ourselves.
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COWLEY DEANERY MATTERS 
(or: news from across the river)

Greetings to members of Oxford Deanery. I mentioned in my last update that we had 
completed our Deanery Mission Action Plan. This was debated in our November synod and 
accepted as the basis upon which we plan to work together over the next few years. There are 
many ideas as well as many challenges in our document and so we needed to decide which 
aspects would be our priorities for this year.

So, for your interest, and quoting directly from the document but with notes added:

The 5 things we feel we should focus on in 2016 are:  

1. Deanery stewardship campaign linked with “cross-talks” & developing partnerships
- ‘cross-talks’ (a speaker coming from another church to share their approach to mission) 

and setting up partnerships between pairs of parishes in the deanery are part of our 
plan for how we might link our parish share scheme with the idea that we are 
supporting one another in mission across the deanery. Some churches are better able to 
pay for full time ministry than others but we are all engaged in mission in various 
ways. 

2. Set up a deanery newsletter (including a shared intercessions list)
- i.e. we thought the Deanery Donkey was a great idea!

3. Develop schools ministry initiatives (Including putting on a deanery morning/evening 
for anyone wanting to explore a role in school's ministry). 
- We have very good ministry in some of our local schools but not much at all in others – 

how can we spread the good work that is being done?

4. Set up loneliness and mental health group (Headrest initiative)
- This is a joint Archdeaconry initiative now and is already up and running, so we very 

much look forward to seeing how this develops

5. Focus on LYCIG (“Leading your church into growth”) processes.
- This is a national initiative and can help parishes develop a positive attitude towards 

the idea of church growth. We have a deanery chapter and also our next synod focusing 
on this.

So, that is 2016 planned! We look forward to working with you on matters of common 
concern.

TIM STEAD 
Area Dean, Cowley



 A walking holiday in the Yorkshire Dales with a spiritual side

Would you like to join a holiday in the Yorkshire 
Dales in August 2016? Ten places are available for a 

group from Oxford. 

•Venue: Scargill House in Wharfedale  
•Dates: Saturday 20 August to Wednesday 24 

August.  
•Offers walks in the Dales and spiritual input  
•An opportunity to deepen friendships between 

Oxford church members and make new ones.  
•Anyone from a church in the Oxford Deanery 

welcome 

Edmund Weiner, Deanery Synod rep for Oxford St Margaret’s 


