
Giving may be hard – a ‘severe pain in your wallet’, to begin with. But then it becomes so 
that your right hand does not know what your left is doing – it becomes instinctive. It is a 
reflex of a lifestyle that TRUSTS in God and is related to God in Devotion and Mutuality and 
Abundance mentality. ‘Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse: Test me in this and see if I 
will not open the windows of heaven and pour out such a blessing as you will not have room 
for it’. 

“You have not lived today until you have done something for someone who can never repay 
you.” John Bunyan 

“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.” Winston Churchhil 

So this suggests having money and spreading it around:  

"Money is like manure, of very little use except it be spread." Francis Bacon  
 

GIVE TO THE NEEDY  

Matt 6 assumes we will give to the needy: WHEN you give to the needy: it is in our DNA as a 
Church to help the Poor of the Parish. Last week we were able to give £75,000 to different 
charities – This is the heritage of St Aldates – but I tell our congregation: ‘Let us  continue it 
by giving to the poor of Oxford and the work of ACT!’ Who are the needy? Also those with-
out Christ: so when we give to St Aldates (I tell our community), we support ministries to 
Students, to Young People to Children and so on – to Missions in Europe which is a place of 
great need spiritually. 

GIVE INTO YOUR STORE OF TREASURE IN HEAVEN 

“The way you store up treasure in heaven is by investing in getting people there.” Rick Warren 

“You must keep all earthy treasures out of your heart, and let Christ be your treasure, and let 
Him have your heart.” Charles Spurgeon. 

I endeavor to encourage what I call Holy Giving. Don’t store up on earth but in Heaven. At 
times I encourage people to come forward to give money as an act of worship. I will say: “as 
money goes into the Offering you are saying: This is for You, dear Father”… Clearly this is a 
bit difficult as so much of our giving is online. As we give it we remember we are also giving 
a tithe or proportion and we are saying : “I am laying up treasure in heaven”… This is Holy 
Giving 

YOUR FATHER WILL REWARD YOU… 

When we teach like this, there is often fruit: For example at our last Gift Day we needed to 
raise £70,000 to finish the year well – in the Black. One of our team said as she brought her 
small gift to the front she thought: ‘HOW on earth is this going to come in?’ And others 
thought the same, but they gave their (small) offering of love, sacrificially to God. In the end: 
instead of £70,000, £150,000 was given. This may seem a lot of money but it is relative – the 
target was 5% of our budget. If your budget is £100,000 it would be needing to raise £5000 
or if your budget is £50,000 it would be £2,500.  
 

Here are five loaves and two fish, but what is that among so many? Apparently a great deal. 
Charlie Cleverly, 2016 

 

OXFORD DEANERY SYNOD 

    Releasing the financial resources of the Church: 

Issues of stewardship, generosity, and giving 
 
One of the most tiring things for clergy can be to raise money (or inspire generosity). It is a 
good thing to disciple people, to remind people that they cannot serve God and money and 
to lead people, because of God’s riches to be rich towards God. On the other hand, we 
shrink from the inevitable accusation that ‘the Church is always talking about money’. One 
might think: I didn’t sign up for this - Jesus was not concerned to raise money – rather the 
opposite. And yet people were generous to him: He provoked generosity, whether from 
Zacchaeus or from Mary pouring out her ointment over his feet – a whole year’s wages. In 
the OT where God was at work, there was an outpouring of generosity; whether for the 
tabernacle, or the temple. And in the NT too: as Acts 2 and 4 and 2 Corinthians 8-9 all show. 

And they devoted themselves to the apostles ' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 
were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all 
things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing 
the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and 
breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 
praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day 
by day those who were being saved.      Acts 2:42-end 

1. Understand Devotion: Giving and Stewardship are a question of Devotion ‘they devoted 
themselves …’ 
Like Mary who poured out her perfume on the feet of Christ - and unlike Judas who ques-
tioned her generosity. Money is I believe about devotion. These disciples had been with 
Christ and loved Him and they had met with God’s power on the day of Pentecost. Hence, 
they were devoted. With devotion comes ‘the Grace of Giving’ – it is a gift as Paul says to 
the Corinthians. It is MUTUAL DEVOTION: It is a love relationship. They are with a GENER-
OUS GOD who gives more than they can imagine. 
 

2. Understand Abundance vs Scarcity Thinking 

Sam Wells in ‘God’s Companions’ speaks of this. Introducing the idea, he cites 3 stories: 
Water into Wine; The Woman at the Well and the Loaves and fishes: Too much wine, Too 
much Water, Too much food… We have to do with an abundant God. The problem is not 
that the resources are not there, but they have not been spotted or released… Andrew who 
spots the boy says: ‘But what is that among so many’…He has scarcity thinking. Not only do 
we fail to believe in God’s abundance, but we find ways perversely to stand in its way. This 
is the challenge that sits at the heart of what we often call Christian Stewardship. The em-
phasis here is on financial giving and the need to get more money from more people to 
balance the parish or diocese budget and find new projects. “The real battle here is be-
tween the abundance and the scarcity mentalities. This is not a new problem. It runs 
through the Gospels. Jesus represents ‘excessive grace’. Just about everyone else stands for 
something a little more sensible.” Cherry in Barefoot Disciple 



“Jesus takes, gives thanks, and shares – Eucharistic actions that embody appropriate ways 
for disciples to engage with the too much that Jesus offers. Stretching the people’s imagina-
tion He gives as much as they want – everything they need – with 12 baskets left over”. I 
believe we need to learn what ‘Barefoot Disciple’ calls ABUNDANCE THINKING. 

3. Understand how to Build a Vision for Community ‘they devoted themselves to… the fel-
lowship … there was no needy person…’ 

“There is nothing like the local church when it’s working right. Its beauty is indescribable. Its 
power is breathtaking. Its potential is unlimited. It comforts the grieving and heals the bro-
ken in the context of community. It builds bridges to seekers and opens its arms to the for-
gotten, the downtrodden, and the disillusioned. It breaks the chains of addictions, frees the 
oppressed, and offers belonging to the marginalized of this world. The potential of the local 
church is almost more than I can grasp.” Hybels 

Giving and Stewardship are a question of Building Community:  

If community is thriving and there is Vision for the future even a project like building some 
loos at a cost of £20,000 can inspire people. This is a HOLISTIC subject: Church Vision, 
Church Confidence, Church Community, Church Growth, Financial Generosity all go togeth-
er: any Stewardship Group will need to consider Vision, Community, Confidence and Reality 
of Friendship. There is no point writing a grant application for a Youth Worker if the Com-
munity into which the Youth are to come is Broken.  

“It all begins with a vision. A Francis of Assisi or a John Wesley is gripped by a vision that will 
not let them go. But it is not a vision of what they’re going to do. It is not a vision of a pre-
ferred future. It is not a vision of human activity. It is a vision of God, and how good he is, 
and how wonderful it is to be alive and a friend of such a Being.  

Out of such a vision flows a desire to do good things for such a God. Then other people may 
gather, and people begin to pay more attention to what they are doing than the reality of 
God… At this point, the mission replaces the vision in people’s consciousness. Once this hap-
pens, descent is inevitable.” John Ortberg  

We do need to be agile and work to raise money for our Church community: Grants can 
sometimes be sought and can be available, e.g. Renewal and Reform. But of a Church’s in-
come: the vast majority (80%?) will come from the congregation who will respond to Vision. 
The main and the plain of Stewardship Generosity, will I believe, come from the freewill 
offerings of our people. If people are not giving it less likely to be because they don’t have 
money as to be because of lack of confidence in our Vision and Practice of Community – in 
the Great Project Jesus announced: ‘I will build my Church and the Gates of hell will not pre-
vail against her…’ 

4. Understand Leadership and Dare to Lead…  

You cannot lead people into generous giving if you are not generous – if you are not giving 
personally – if you are not setting an example. It is the PCC’s responsibility to give first. I tell 
them and our staff this. Giving is a subject of HEALTHY LEADERSHIP:  “The local church is the 
hope of the world, and its future rests primarily in the hands of its leaders.” Hybels 

Leadership is placing the Vision before the congregation and describing ministry and oppor-
tunity that will happen when this is covered. By teaching about a Theology of Place, the 
strategic nature of Oxford means we can also lead people. 

5. Giving and Generosity is about Teaching ‘And they devoted themselves to the apostles 
teaching' … 

“Most leaders assume that everybody who comes to church knows God’s mind on financial 
matters. But the truth is that many people are absolutely clueless regarding the basic princi-
ples of Christian financial management. Leaders and teachers need to educate their congre-
gations before they can expect them to honor God with their money and eventually get ex-
cited about resourcing the church.” Hybels 

Paul in 2 Corinthians 8 shows how to teach: ‘We want you to know, brothers, about the 
grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of 
affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 
generosity on their part. For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond 
their means, of their own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the 
relief of the saints— and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord 
and then by the will of God to us. Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he 
should complete among you this act of grace. But as you excel in everything—in faith, in 
speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you — see that you excel in this 
act of grace also’ 

Jesus did this in Matt 6: ‘Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in 
order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heav-
en. Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, 
they have received their reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you’ Matt 6: 19-21: ‘Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also…(V 24) ‘No 
one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.’ 

Teaching Recently from Matt 6 on this I said:  

1. IT’S A LOVE AFFAIR! - GIVE IN SECRET        2. TRAIN YOURSELF TO GIVE INSTINCTIVELY  

‘Do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in 
secret’. How will this habit, this instinct get into us? Probably by learning generosity by pro-
portional giving. Many do not know this. I believe they did at the time of Jesus but now may 
need to be taught. I believe that to help us give as an instinct, we can teach what the Bible 
teaches: The Tithe: not as a law but as a guideline, a kind of basis for living. Proportional, 
Regular, Generous Giving. The Offerings: Appropriate Investment, ‘Why should you dwell in 
paneled houses…’ 


